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“Because what we have in common is stronger than what divides us, we un-
derstand the 2nd Ecumenical Kirchentag to be a building site for ecumenism. 
We see ourselves as part of the worldwide ecumenical movement. Christian 
unity is God’s gift and our task.” 

From the guidelines to the 2nd Ecumenical Kirchentag, 2008

The Ecumenical Kirchentag 2003 was the first joint event held by the two  
Christian lay organisations in Germany, together with members of other confes-
sions in the “Council of Christian Churches in Germany” (Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Christlicher Kirchen).

The executive committees of the DEKT and ZdK agreed on the tasks and aims 
of the Ecumenical Kirchentag 2003 in a position paper in 2000. They named 
the Bible and faith in the Triune God as a common foundation. The participants 
of the Ecumenical Kirchentag were to witness to their faith and be open to one 
another despite all their differences. At the same time Catholics and Protes-
tants wanted to share their common responsibility for society and the world 
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and raise their common voice, in order to be clearly heard in the public sphere. 
The organisers of the Ecumenical Kirchentag in Berlin wanted to take new steps 
towards unity. This proved to be the greatest challenge. The hopes for closer 
community between the churches which were so impressively raised at the  
1st Ecumenical Kirchentag remain unfulfilled – and they still stand.

Ecumenism means … 
the word oikumene originally means “the whole inhabited earth.” 
In a church context ecumenism stands for the efforts of different 
Christian churches since the 19th century to overcome divisions 
of faith and practice. The goal is the full and visible unity of the 
Church of Christ and ultimately the comprehensive and reconciled 
community of humanity.

The programme

The programme of the 2nd Ecumenical Kirchentag is as varied as is religious 
and social life in Germany. It offers active groups and initiatives the chance to 
present their concerns and projects. By conducting social, political, ecological 
and theological debates on Christian responsibility, the Ecumenical Kirchentag 
strengthens civil society in Germany and impacts beyond the event itself. This 
is supported by the public figures who give this ecumenical meeting a face. In 
Berlin these included the Dalai Lama, Johannes Rau, Gerhard Schröder, Richard 
von Weizsäcker, Vandana Shiva, Romano Prodi and Rigoberta Menchú. 

At the main event, ordinary people meet public figures in highly prominent posi-
tions. Top politicians, scientists, bishops and notable theologians, well-known 
business people and journalists hold Bible studies. At the same time community 
organisations, initiatives and relief organisations organise concerts and per-
formances with both famous and unknown artists. In different places there is 
space for encounters and intensive conversations. This variety of events gives 
the Ecumenical Kirchentag its own special atmosphere and appeal.

Who comes to this great community event? The Ecumenical Kirchentag 2003 
attracted a great many young visitors; almost half were under the age of 30. 
The participants travelled from all over, including about 5,000 international 
guests from 86 countries. Out of 200,000 participants, 60,000 were involved  
in the 1st Ecumenical Kirchentag as volunteers.
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